Date; 8 March 2010

Qur ref: FUIGLIMPFLISIB 2I12 Office of the Chief Executive

Y our ref; Crvic Offices High Street
Epping Essex CM16 4BZ
Telephone: 04992 554000
Fagcsimite: 01592 564445
BXx: 40408 Epping

Mr E Fenwick : .

- . . Assistant to the Chief
Clerk of Matching Parish Council Exccutive. lan Wllett
2 Lea Hall

Dunmow Road Enguines to:

Hatfield Heath
Bishop's Stortford
Herts

CM22 7BL

Graham Lannun 01852 564244
Ermail:glunnun eppimgtoresloa govurk

Draar Mr Fenwick,

Standards Committee — Local Assessment Cases EFDC 1A/2009 and 5/2009
Compiaints by Mrs C Foulser, Councillor A Darken and Councillor O Lawrence

| attach for your information a copy of the decision taken by the Hearings Sub-Committee at its
meating held on 1 March 2010

| would draw your attention to the findings of the Sub-Committee. The Sub-Committee found that
Councillor Morgan:

{a) did not have a prejudicial interest in the matter:

[{3)] did have a personal interest in the mattar which he declared at all the relevant meetings except for
one held on 5 January 2009,

(c) did not bring his office or authority into disrepute.
| would alsa draw your attention to the decision not to impose any sanctions on him.

Councillor Margan does have a right of appeal against the Sub-Committee's decisions and details
are set out at the end of the attached decision notice.

\Yours sincerely,

raham Lunnun
Allegations Determination Manager
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EPPING FOREST DISTRICT COUNCIL - HEARINGS SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE
STANDARDS COMMITTEE - FULL DECISION

Local Assessment Case Nos: EFDC 1A/2009 and 5/2009
Subject Member: Parish Councillor Richard Morgan
Councillor Mergan's Supporter: District Councillor Mitchell Cohen

Complainants: {1} Mrs Carel Foulser and (2} Parish Councillors Anita Darken and

Perrick Lawrence

Hearings Sub-Committee: WMs Mary Marshall (Chairman), District Councillor Brian Rolfe,

Parish Councillor Jason Salter

Date of Hearing: 1 March 2010

Meanitoring Officer: Miss Callesn O'Boyle

Local Investigating Officer: #r Phillip Mears

Clerk of the Hearing: Mr Graham Lunnun

Date of Investigating Officer's Report: 12 December 2009

2 March 2010




Summary of the complaints referred to the Hearings Sub-Committee
{a} Complaint Reference: EFDC 1Af2009 {(Mrs € Foulser)

The complaint was that Parish Councillor Richard Margan shoutd have declared a prajudicial
interest when matters relating to a proposed new cricket pavilion to be sited on the village
graen for use by Matching Green Cricket Clul were discussed at Matching Parish Council
meetings, chaired by Counciller Morgan, and heid between June Z008 and March 2009

The complainant alleged that Councillor Morgan had a prejudicial interest because he was a
Vice-Prasident of the Cricket Clulr and his brother and business parther, David Morgan, was
President of the Cricket Club

{b) Complaint Reference: EFDC 5/2009 (Parish Councillers A Darken and
D Lawrance)

The complaint was that Parish Councillor Richard Morgan failed to declare a personal and
pregudicial interest when matters relating to Matching Green Cricket Club were discussed at
Matching Parish Council mestings and as a result had conducted hirmself in a manner which
could be regarded as bringing his office or autharity into disrepute. The complainants
alleged that Counciller Morgan had a personal and prejudicial interest because his brother,
David Morgan, was the President of the Cricket Club and Counciilor Morgan was a former
Vice-President of the Cricket Cluib.

The relevant sections of the Code of Conduct

ia) Paragraph & - Conduct in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as kringing
the office of councillor of an authority into disrepute;

b} Faragraph & - Personal interests;

(c} Paragraph $1) - Disclosure of Prejudicial interests at meetings of the authority at
which the business is discussed;

s Paragraph 10 - Prejudicial interest generally - interest is one which a member of the
pullic with knowledge of the reluctant facts would reascenalyy regard the interest as so
significant that it is likaly to prejudice the counciller's judgement of the public interest and the
interest is not one specified in paragraph 10(23a) or {b),

e} FParagraph 12 - Effect of Prejudicial interest on participatian.
Summary of evidence considered, representations made and findings of fact

There was no dispule between Councillor Richard Morgan and the Investigating Officer
about tha facts of the case.

The complaints related to the erection of a new cricket pavilion for which Matching Green
Cricket Ciub had abtained pianning permission following an appeal to the Planning
Inspectarate. The Inspectorate's decision had been made on 17 March 2004 and required
the constructien o commence within five years of the decisicn date. The Matching Parish
Councii was the cwner of the village green. As a result the Cricket Club was required to
chtain landlord's consent from Parish Council hefore commencing construction of the
pavilicn. Histarically the Parizh Council had been unwilling to enter into an agreement
because a number of residents had objected to aspects of the pavilion's design and a tense
relationship had developed between some members of the Cricket Club and some menmbers
of the Parish Councif,




The minutes of the meetings of the Parish Councit record the declarations of interest made
by Counzillar Morgan at those meetings and some of the minutes and the preparaticn of
those minutes were clarified by the Clerk of the Council.













